[image: image1.jpg]LAUGHTER, singing and
dancing filled the Civic
Theatre as this year's
Christmas panto got under-
way. Jo Rostrom reviews
the show.

WITH one camp panto dame
and a comedy lead, Jack and
the Beanstalk was peppered
with witty one-liners for both
children and adults alike.

- The {raditional panto fea-
fured & host of the usual
treats with a hefty slice of
audience participation
including that good old ‘he's
hehind you' and a chance to
air those vocal chords with
the cast.

And tor those who didn’t
join in, culprits taced a blast-
ng with a water pistol
waved around by main man
Jack Trott, played by Mike
Newman Jnr, who did a
great job of keeping kids
amused.

The tale focuses on Jack
and love interest Princess
Marigold - played by Katie
Lavinia Roach - and follows
Jack's mission to Kill the fe
fi fo fum’ giant who makes
villagers' lives a misery.

A string of well-known
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songs and a set of four great .
backing dancers, combined to.
add energy to the show and =
got those toes tapping. A
But despite main players

Mike Newman Jnr and Katie
Lavinia Roach delivering
cracking acting perfor-
mances, their singing did

leave a lot to be desired.

However, celeb Celena
Cherry stole the show in the
singing department with her
sweet, soulful voice. Celena -
from pop band the Honeyz -
wowed crowds with the well-
known ‘Finally Found’ as she
played fairy ‘The Spirit of
the Beanstallk’ in the show.

But as far as comoedy per-
formances, Earl Grey who
played Dame Trott was the
funniest by far. Armed with
comical facial expressions
and ‘Lily Savage’ style man-
nerisms, this was one charac-
ter who left the audience in
stitches.

A great way to start
Christmas and good fun for
all the family, this is one
panto that shouldn’t be
missed.

Jack and the Beanstalk is
on at Doncaster Civic
Theatre from now until
Sunday January 4.

For tickets call the box
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A ball for
everyone

Young reviewer
JOHN ANDERSON
has been to the
panto. Oh, yes he
has! Here he
reviews Cinderella
at Durham’s Gala
Theatre, where it is
running until
January 4

Q: “How c¢an you do so many
silly things in one day?”

A “I get up very early.”

Director David Lee and his
cast must have got up very early
indead to produce Cinderella, the
Gala Theatre's first pro(‘cmonal
traditional i‘amiig pantomime,

For anyone who's cooled their
relationship with this gquaint
British art form, they'l find
Cindarella is actually zanier,
wittier and funnier than they
remember,

The appearance of Bananas in
Pyjamas may seem like a cynical
plece of marketing, but for a
genre that feeds on audience
interaction, their participation
certainly works on the younger
sections of the crowd, and brings
a Pythonesque lunacy to
proceedings.

Aidan Bell and Michael James
play Fannie and Annie Hardup,
the ugly sisters of the piece,

Between them they share
enoush innuendo and risqué
jokes to fill several Carry On
movias, Pop culture jokes abound
- even George Bush pets a name
check — which allows the parents
a wry amile, while the slapstick
keeps the kldw happy.

The undisputer master of the
pratfall here is Pee Wee Price, a
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STARRING ROLES — Kirsti McDonagh and Luke Gasper

diminutive comic with a
reputable history in stand-up,

He brings a cheeky bravado to
the central character of Buttons,
his tongue firmly in his cheek,

It is the sincerity with which it
is performed that Cinderella wins
you aver,

With a supporting castoflocals

and a hoisternus rendition of
Blaydon Races, the show has &
distinet North East flavour.

If the Gala can maintain this
standard, then the venue could
become as much of an annual
tradition as the panto itself,

B Call (0191) 332 4041 for ticket
details.
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HEN Jonathon Morris
was lasi in pantomime at
the Floral Pavilion, New
Prighton, two years ago,
he gave the impression of a man over-
stuffed with energy.
If anything, his return “by pub-
lic demand” finds him even liveli-
er, a regular human dynamo.
He takes the'title role in Jack and
‘ the Beanstalk {well, the Jack part of it}
- and never seems to let up.

Firsi the audience is encouraged to
} shout *“We want Jack!™ and when he
does appear - in the guditorinm - he is
‘ leaping about everywhere.

Singing Great HBalls of Fire he runs
o stage, joins the dancing girls and
epcourages evervone to get on their

| foet.
| In fact, it is at times a little toc
‘ | much, particularly so early in the

show when most of us have only just
sat down.

But nothing stops this man, evem
failure ta laugh at his jokes just seems
to spur him on to more tomfoolery.

As he is also director he obyiously
feels a need to energise the show and
keep the whole thing moving.

He need not worry as the show itself

is splendid encugh with good sets, lots
of fine dancers - from the Liverpool
Theatre School - and a cast who know
gxactly wiai they are deing,
— Peter Thorne is playing dame for ihe
21st timne and when he arvives on stage
and trips on his heels Fou just know
this is a2 dame of the great tradition.
And so it proves with Thorne playing
Dame Durden in a big way, loud-
woiced and using large expressions,

Chester-based Peter Edbrook has 2
tong theatrical career and gives the

king a posh woice, funny expressions
and lots of stage presence,

Wirral-born Stuart Evans gets the-

right menace into Fleshcreep - “Get off
the stage!” the enthusiastic kids
arcund me shouted — and Jo Amold is
a pretty and livelv Princess Marigold.

HE surprise of the show is the
appearance of Gemma Abbey as
The Spirit of the Beanstalk,
Gemma Jemini, as she is billed, was
one half of the Jermini pop due who

“gained notoriety for representing Brit-

ain in the Eurovision Song Contest
and earning “nul points™,

She is a very afiractive girl who
delivers her lines with confidence and
persenality, The only strange thing
was, she never got to sing. She does got
to use the line “T always find a way to

win!” followed by a snappy retort

about Bumﬂsmn from Morris.
Morris does sing, as does Jo Arnald-

playing his love Princess Marigold.

And they make a pood job of it.

There are the oddities like MlSS
Naughty from the Mr Men series, a
huge Tound bodied creature like a
‘glant purple pill; the usual pantomine

cow, a bit strangelnokmg but dalﬂ,tff

on her four feet. £
Andbestafa]llsthe(}mnt,a‘ :
produced version with big faet, a T

‘ger comical head and- plequ f5

swagger. 8
It is a smooth, well-rmhsed

Eric White, But dominating it all
that effervescent performance by M-

Morris who also found time to wnte- L

some of the scnpt

PHILIP KEY
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