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It’s very simpl

enjoy Simon

O YES they do — they have the audience singing
‘O yes we are’ and ‘O no you’re not’ to the tune
of O Come All ye Faithful. And the audience
doesn’t want to stop. 2

It is a good night’s entertainment at the

Octagon Theatre’s Christmas pantomime Dick
Whittington and His Wondeful Cat.

West End heart-throb Lewis Griffiths plays
the part of Dick Whittington, who travels to
London in the belief that the streets are paved
with gold. Lewis proves to be well suited for the
job and along with his cat gives a toe-tapping
rendition of Let’s Make Our Fortune Together.

Dick falls in love with Alderman Fitzwarren's
daughter, Alice. Helen McClements makes a
good match for Griffith’s role and George Kelly
is excellent as her wealthy father — his young
appearance being superbly disguised behind a
beard.

As with all Pantoni Pantomimes, theres a
touch of magic and this comes in the form of
Fairy Bowbells who, with King Rat, decide to
have a wager. The good fairy is played wonder-
fully by Casualty and Holby City actress Vickee
Lee Lester. Jerad Morgan is truly an evil King Rat
and draws plenty of loud boos and hlsses from
the Yeovil crowd.

SHOW STOPPER: Ben Langley leaves the
Octagon laughing as Simple Simon.

It is the charismatic—
Ben Langley in the
role of Simple Simon,
who has the audience
shouting and singing
the most, particularly
when competing on
the clapometer.

Having honed his
art as a professional
street performer in
Covent Garden, Ben is
a true crowd pleaser.

So is Adam Daye as
the Dame, Sarah the
Cook. who certainly
gets the audience
cooking.

Adding to the
delight of this pan-
tomime is the stun-
ning costumes and
scenery.

My favourite was
Simon’s underwater
scene in which he
swims amongst the
florescent sea crea-
tures.

A special mention
for the dancers, sev-
eral of them local,
who didn't put a foot
wrong.

Once again the
Octagon and David
Lee for Pantoni
Pantomimes has pro-
duced a stunning
show that promises
fun for the entire fam-
iy

This pantomime
runs until Sunday 4
January and tickets
can be obtained by
calling 01935 422884.
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- WITH tales of increasingly
large debts, a question mark
bangs over Durham’s Gala

~Theatre.

8o it is important that now more

- than ever the people of the North

East make an effort to support the

region's newest theatre if it s to
remain in biginess,

" Luckily, supporting the theatre
this month shouldn’t be too hard,
for the Christmas panto is a treat
all the family.will enjoy.

With no special effects, no hig

name stars and Jots of corny old
jokes, Cinderalla is a craditional,
old-fashioned enjoyabile show. -

1 was worried when it atarted
that it was going to be a bit
amateurish.

Dandini’s opening song was
poor and the dancers looked
terrified and 4 bit clumsy, but it

ifderetis

Traditional and
old-fashioned

was the first night and, half an

hour in, everyone was settling

nicely into their roles., . ‘
The'star of the show has to be

the strangely named Pee Wee Price .

as Buttons. R
The comedian was hilarious with
every mannerism and joke and had

adults and children alilke chuckling
in their scats. :

And, without doubt, it was his
skitful handling of the audience
that made it the success it will
surely be, ' 2

When Dandini (Paul Hartlcy
from North Shields) warmed

Thi

up, he used his Geordic accent to .

great effect, and the ugly sisters

- worked hard and were a good

contrast to the petite blonde
Cinderclla, played confidently by.

“Kirsti McDonagh from Blyth

A special mention must go to
the superb costumes and the

. breathtaking final scene of the

first half-when two tiny Shetland

" ponies appear on the stage. ‘

-1t left everyone suitably
impressed and rightly looking -
forward to more in the second





[image: image4.jpg]YEOVIL
Dick Whittington
Octagon Theatre

THIS is a superb show — definitely the cat’s
whiskers! My little grandson is only four
years old and it was his first pantomime. He
was mesmerised.

The cast really got everyone involved. Sim-
ple Simon and Eric the Elf, played by Ben Lan-
gley, were his absolute favourites. -

The acting is great and it feels as though ev-
eryone is ad-libbing with extra jokes. The spe-
cial effects are fantastic, too.There is a beau-
tiful, animated, undersea scene when Dick’s
ship gets shipwrecked. :

John Byrne, aged four, said: “I loved Simple
Simon, he was so funny, especially when a go-
rilla attacked him and he ran away.”

Dick Whittington continues at the Octagon
until January 4. Box office: 01935 422884.

‘ . Jean Veale
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N view of the current cash crisis haunting
Ithe venue, there's a certain irony that a
large sign saying Hardup Mall decorates the
opening set, The theatre may need & Falry
Godmather long after the final curtain, but
Saturday's lively opening night audience
warmly welcomed the Gala's first full-blown
panto. First night rerves quickly evaporated as
. Pee Wee Frice as Buttons used some of the
onioockers” shouts fo comic advantage, He
_also throws In & few reglonal insults during
-slanging matches with Cinders' evil
* stepmother The Baronasa (Annle Lee-Jones)
which Incluge: “You don't frighten me, I've
worked in Darlington” and “I'm sweating like a
Geordie In a spelling test”. Somehow the
storyline coped with guest appearances from
Banana In Pyiamas even If the powerfully-
‘voleed Cinderella (Kirstl McDonagh) does end
up saying: “Isn't it good to have two friends
that are bananas”. Unusually, director David
Lee opts for a male Prince Charming (Durham
University student Luke Gasper) and Dandini
(Paul Hartley). But the Ugly Sisters are more
traditional, with Aiden Bell and Michael James
leoking for laughs in a multitude of outrageaus
outfits. There is a distinct lack of male dancing
ahility, aithaugh the Rita Proctor Teensteppers
and the Joanne Banks Dancers are full of
anthuslasm. Snowblowers and two tiny white
Shatlard ponies enliven Cinderella’s magic
coach as the Gala trots confidently towards
Christmas and a fingers-crossed New Yoar
Viv Hardwick
@ Runs untll Sunday, January 4. Box office:
0191-332 4041
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